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Resistant ragweed rises

IANT ragweed has |n|nefi the list
of glyphosate- veed:

the United
populations of
and one in Ind
resistant to the widely
Weed scientists at Purdue

nouncement in December.

States to show

such as Roundup, Touchdown
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 herbicide.
University
and Ohlo State University made that an-

Key Point:
W Giant ragweed is the seventh weed
confirmed resistant to glyphosate.

W Even without the resistance, it is one of
the most competitive broadieal weeds.
W Glyphosate-resistant ragweed is not yet
Tound in lowa, but it will iikely evolve,

e weed is the seventh in the United
stance to glypho-
sate, the active ingredient in herbicides
and

other brands. “Given wi

‘s hapy

glant ragweed populations con

ng
in Ohio and Indiana, and the fact that

to increase in the eastern hall of lowa,
it's highly likely that glyphosate-resis-
tant ragweed will evolve in lowa,” says
Mike Owen, an lowa State University
Extension weed scientist,

Many of the giant ragweed popula-
tions in lowa have already developed
resistance to ALS herbicides. “Farmers
need to be aware giant ragweed is diffi-
cult to manage consistently, regardless
ol whether or not herbicide-resistant

populations evolve,” adds Owen.
Monsanto Is  prepared lu asslsl
gr rs in ing and mi

lhl risk of gl\-phusnh-rmlsmnt weedls,
says lennifer Ralston, technical man-
ager {or Roundup herbicide.

Addressing grower concerns
“We have provided training for our
sales force as well as our local agrono-
mists on how to help growers in making
weed management de in 20077
says Ralston. "We continue to collabo-
with university researchers and
Extension weed specialists on studies
of the most effective ways to control
wee n a Roundup Ready syster

Growers like the benefits of v
glyphosate in corn  and 3
Monsanto s expecting an inc
Roundup Ready comn from
acres planted in the United States in
2006 to 40 million acres in 2007,

“We want to make sure farmers are

nimize risk for glyphosate resis-

says Ralston. “Farmers should
use a preemergence residual herbicide
in the Roundup Ready system to help
manage early season weeds and reduce
the pressure on glyphosate.”

Extension weed scientists agree.
“Growers 't afford not to apply a
preemergence herbicide in a Roundup

E Furdue's  Bill
ists who dis-
tant ragweed. “A pre-
emergence residual herbicide used in
Roundup Ready soyvbeans and corn pro-
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tects against early season weed compe-
tition and can help maximize yield.”
University trials have demonstrated
nergence herbicide used
g a postemergence-ap-
plied glyphosate treatment increased
corn yield by 4 to 9 bushels an acre.

Compounding a problem
Compounding the control of rag-
weed is the fact that weed resistance to
ALS-type herbicides is widespread.
Though none of the current gilant
ragweed populations are confirmed
as resistant to both glyphosate and

TOUGH COMPETITOR: Glyphosate-
giant rag isa

threat. This weed is already haru 1o kill,

aven without resistance.

ALS herbicides, the lack of potential
control options presents a tricky and
costly challenge, especially for soy-
beans. There are only lour postemer-
gence herbicides for giant ragweed in
beans: glyphosate, Flexstar, Cobra and
FirstRate. ISU rates glyphosate as good;
Flexstar, lair; Cobra, fair to good; and
FirstRate, excellent on giant ragweed,

If a giant ragweed population is re-
sistant to ALS bitor herbicides, you
are left with only glyphosate, Flexstar

W In Roundup corn, use a preemer-
genc containing atrazine, such as
Harness Xtra or Degree Xira at planting.
Tank mix Roundup with 2,4-D or dicamba
(Clarity, Banvel or Distinct) if postemer-
gence glant ragweed control is needed.

Growers also need to consider the
benefits of a corn-bean rotation, in-
cluding the ability to use her-

Corn assistance
on new ISU site

OWA State University has a new
Web site for com production that
offers current and relevant man-

bicides and cultural practices.

Don’t wait too late

“There's still a perception among some
people that we're crying woll about
glyphosate-resistant  weeds,"  says
Owen, “That's not the case.” Sometin
fields have ragweed being treated with

ar Cobra. If the population is 5
to glyphosate and FirstRate, then you're
left with either Flexstar or Cobra as a
postemergence treatment.

For growers having poor control of
giant ragweed in Roundup Ready cormn
or soyh M reg d

glyph pos srgence at 15 to 25
inc h('.s in height. Growers are using two

applications and not getting control.
Glyphosate is being managed dif-
ferently today compared to when
glyphn-.amluh rant soybeans were first
ble. Some growers have taken

m In Roundup Ready soybeans, use
a preemergence residual product at
planting, such as FirstRate or Gangster.
Tank mix Roundup with Cobra, Flexstar
or FirstRate if postemergence glant rag-
weed control is needed.

Learn more aboul resistance

advantage of the perceived simplicity
of the Roundup Ready system and are
applying glyphosate herbicide too late
and on weeds that are too large.
University recommendations con-
tinue to include glyphosate as a key
component of weed-control programs,
notes Owen, However, along with
glyphosate, they recommend using a e-
sidual herbicide. Il weeds have

i ion for producing
cofn in lowa. The site provides re-
search-based recommendations and
diagnostic tools for farmers, crop con-
sultants and agribusinesses.

The largest section of the site is
devotad to “Corn Management.” which
is broken into calegories based on
whether the topic addresses over-
archlng production issues, such as

and orif
Iha !nplc can be isolated to a cartain
time in the season (planting, early
season, midseason, harvest).

For example, in the planting cat-
egory, users can find information
related to topics important to consider
before or while planting, such as plant
population and planting date. The site
is designed to be searched by topic,
not information source.

The site includes an image gallery
with photos of normal and abnormal
growth and development, which
might be especially useful rlunnq the

prior to application of the soll- ﬂppllc(l
herbicide, it should be one that has
some burndown capability. That will
reduce weed populations and allow for

ing season for diags ques-
Ilorts and identification.
m Check out www.agronext.iastate.
edufcorn

more timely apy of glypk




