MICHIGAN STATE
UNIYERSITY

Scout our IPM resources

Resources for
managing pests
* Christmas trees
*Field Crops
* Fruit
*Home and yard
* Nursery and landscape
* Turfgrass
*Vegetable

Related pest
diagnostic/
management
programs

* Diagnostic Services
* Soil/Plant Nutrient Lab

+ Ag weather

* Regional IPM Center
* Pesticide safety

* Organic: New Ag
Network

* Invasive species

*» Sustainable ag & food
systems

Organizations
*M5U ANR departments
M SU Extension

Site index
Contacts/permissions

m Greenhouse Alert newsletter

} Greenhouse Alert home * Print or view text only
+ Precipitation totals ¥ Contact an agent
+ Growing degree days } Florticulture AoE Team

MNo. 6, March 16, 2006

In this issue

W It's a good year for mealybugs and aphids

M Hew Michigan greenhouse energy resource website
B Thiefaviopsis (black root rot)

B Scouting for weeds: Hairy bittercress

W 2006 agricultural water use reporting

W Wildfire-resistant landscape plants for Michigan

It’'s a good year for mealybugs and aphids
David Smitley
Entomology

When Tom Dudek finished reading the scouting reports from greenhouses this week he sighed, then called
rne with the news: lots of mealybugs and aphids. The mealybugs probably came on rooted cuttings and
other plant material brought in months ago. We are seeing them now because they have had time to
complete one or two generations, which can increase the infestation 100-fold. Mealybugs have been found
mostly on (pomea, but they are capable of feeding on many other plants as well. The aphid problems have
heen reported to be on lpomea, peppers, Soringerii, spikes, Digitalis, Shasta daisy, gerber daisies, dusty
miller and licorice plant. Because mealybugs and aphids are closely related, the same insecticide products
will be effective for both. The only difference is that mealybugs are notoriously difficult to get rid of, so
growers rmay want to pitch the most heavily infested plants and spray all the remaining plants in the area.
The best products to use for mealybugs and aphids are systemicinsecticides absorbed by the roots. This
includes:

Soil sytemics
Marathon
Discus

Celero

Safari

Aria

Flagship

All of the above products should be applied as a soil drench, or as a spray directed to the surface of the soil,
followed with enough overhead watering to wash them into the soil. Stop watering before water begins
dripping cut the bottom of the pots. Avoid over-watering for the next two days to all plenty of time for the
insecticides to be absorbed. Marathon, Discus and Celero may take a week or more before you see dead
mealybugs and aphids, butthey also lastthe longest (six weeks or longer). Safari and Flagship work
somewhat faster, and you may dead insects within a few days to a week. They should continue working for
atleast 2 to 4 weeks. Aria will work very quickly, with dead insects being seen in one to three days. Most of
the Aria will be gone from the plant within a week.

The products listed above can also be used as a foliar spray. Foliar sprays work because of contact activity.
Most of the benefit from the foliar sprays is in the first week after spraying. For heavy infestations a sail
drench and a foliar spray can be used atthe same time or close together to help bring the aphids or
rmealybugs under control quickly. In addition to the products listed above, the products below can also be
used as a foliar spray:

Foliar sprays
Tristar
Orthene

Azatin
BotaniGard
Endeavor
Enstar |l
Ornazin
Talstar



