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Sorghum Partners, Inc.

SORGHUM PARTNERS®

BRAND

Hybrid Grain Sorghum — Hybrid Forage Sorghum
Sorghum x Sudangrass Hybrid
Hybrid Sudangrass — Hybrid Pearl Millet

“Your complete hybrid sorghum seed company!”

Sorghum Partners, Inc., P.O. Box 189, New Deal, TX 79350
Phone 800-645-7478, FAX 806-746-5305, www.sorghum-partners.com
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Select Max’ Tolerant Grain Sorghum

The National Grain Sorghum Foundation is working to develop a
new type of non-GMO grain sorghum that will give growers more

options for grass control in their sorghum fields.
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Learn some new tricks from the winners of the 2006 National

Sorghum Producers Yield and Management Contest.
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NSP Update
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Featured on the Cover:
James and Dana Born Family

We thought this picture was worthy of top billing because we believe it repre-
sents what's right about America’s family-owned sorghum farms. James and
Dana Born of Perryton, Texas truly operate as a team to get the work done to
support their family. They placed third nationally in the no till, non irrigated
category of the 2006 National Sorghum Producers Yield and Management
Contest. Pictured with them are their three sons: Ethan (5), Lonnie (12), and
Evan (1). Many thanks to Terry Peak of Peak Photography in Perryton, Texas for so
graciously allowing us to use the photo.
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Select Max’ Tolerant Grain Sorghum

By Christi Scherler

Ask any sorghum producer about
his most challenging production
issue and you're likely to hear
something like... “Shattercane and
johnsongrass, but other grasses are a
close second.”

For sorghum grower Bill Greving
who farms near Prairie View in
north central Kansas, it’s exactly
that.

Greving said that to manage his
grass issue, last crop year he moved
some acres to corn that he would
have normally planted to sorghum.

“It probably cost me 40-50
bushels per acre in lost yield. I could
have yielded better with sorghum
and at $3.00 a bushel, that’s a pretty
significant loss.”

He said that a combination of lack
of rainfall at pollination time and too
much heat on the corn accounted for
much of the loss.

“This was probably an unusual
year, even with the last seven years
of drought. It's happened two to three
other times, not that to extent, not
that much yield loss.”

Greving said that sorghum is more
drought resistant are in most years
outperforms corn. “Planting
sorghum in our area, given the heat
that we have in July and August and
the inconsistency of adequate rainfall
in those months, just allows us to
extend that window. A sorghum
plant will stand and wait for a rain
to come. It will also tolerate heat.”

“Plus, we have savings in seed
costs of $25-$30 an acre to plant the

crop. With the price fairly
close to corn in our area,

NC+ 7R83

Another NC+ Hybrids Winner

Congratulations

Conventional-till irrigated

Randy Cain 1st Nationally
Farms 1stin Curry Cty
Texico. NM Ist in state of New Mexico

Yield: 172.4 bu/ac

upfront costs on corn seed
in a dryland situation is
getting almost prohibitive.
On irrigated, you pretty
well know how much you
can pull out of that, but you
don’t do that in a dryland
situation.”

THE PROBLEM
Dr. Bruce Maunder,

This NC+ Hybrids grower was recognized
recently with a winning entry in the 2006 National
Sorghum Yield and Management Contest,
sponsored by the National Sorghum Producers.

NC+ Hybrids can make you a winner too, with
high performance seed, industry-leading genetics

and unrivaled local customer service.

www.nc-plus.com

President of the National
Grain Sorghum Producers
Foundation (NGSPF) and
formerly Sorghum Research
Director/Breeder for
DEKALB Genetics, is also
keenly aware of the
opportunities and
challenges facing sorghum
producers.

Trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Bill Greving with wife Diana

“We'll have an option to
use another herbicidein
our rotation to control
weeds.To me, that’s
important.’

“Every time we have a weed
problem, we reduce yields. And since
we grow sorghum under less rainfall
than other crops, the competition
from weeds causes us even greater
losses because the weeds have a
tendency to go after that moisture
faster than the sorghum does.”

According to Maunder, current
grass control options for sorghum
producers are incomplete and
expensive.

Greving, who serves on the (NSP)
board and also on the Kansas Grain
Sorghum Commission, agrees.

“We just haven’t had the herbicide
options in sorghum. We’ve continued
to lose sorghum acres in the U.S. over
the past 20 years and one of those
reasons, especially in the last 10-15
years, has been the introduction of
glyphosate-tolerant corn, soybeans
and cotton.”
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THE PLAN

To combat grain sorghum grass
control issues, the NSP-affiliated
Foundation is collaborating with San
Diego-based Cibus, LLC and Valent
U.S.A. Corporation to develop a non-
GMO grain sorghum with herbicide
tolerance to Select Max® Herbicide
with Inside Technology™.

“Our partnership with Cibus and
now Valent will allow for much-
needed technology development in
our crop,” said Maunder. “Once it
makes its way into producer fields, it
should help increase both yields and
profitability for sorghum producers.
It’s going to just enable sorghum to
be a better fit for the producer and
give them more ease of control. As
with any new product, it has to be
good for the farmer.”

NSP CEO Tim Lust agrees with
Maunder. “This is an exciting project.
With new grass control options,
producers like Bill will begin
considering planting sorghum in
fields where that may not be an
option now. This is a clear win for
sorghum producers.”

THETECHNOLOGY

Maunder said that Cibus was able
to develop herbicide resistance
without going to another species.
This important for sorghum exports,
because sorghum will still be
classified as non-GMO.

According to a Cibus press
release, the first market entry using
the Rapid Trait Development System
(RTDS) technology is slated for 2009
when Cibus will introduce a
herbicide-tolerant canola seed
followed by herbicide-tolerant rice
in 2010.

According to Cibus President
Keith Walker, RTDS manipulation is
so precise that it is similar to
altering a letter in a single word
contained within a large book. “But
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the end result is a vastly improved
and environmentally-safe plant
seed.”

THEBOTTOMLINE

Growers like Greving might have
a new over-the-top, post-emerge
grass control option that will not
only be easier to use, but also help
control volunteer glyphosate-
tolerant crops and glyphosate-

resistant weeds.

“If this is successful and we get it
into farmers’ fields, I think it could be
the biggest breakthrough since
safened milo seed 25 years ago,” said
Greving. “We’ll have an option to use
another herbicide in our rotation to
control weeds. To me, that’s impor-
tant. I'm confident that Cibus will

been able to do what we’ve hired
them to do.”

High Capacity Milo,
: Com &'Su'nﬂ__o'w I'
_ Harvesting

Harvest 6 — 30% more
crop from the same field!

*Extra length row dividers and
rotary cutters positioned in back
picks up downed milo, but leaves
taller standing stubble to reduce
erosion.

*Significantly reduce shattering
losses.

*Superior choice for lodged or
excessively dry sunflowers.

*Excellent in corn. Better trash
management improves next
Spring’s planting & weed control.

*One gathering chain per row
eliminates half of the moving parts
and less maintenance.

Top of pan helps
push stalks in
direction of feeder
housing.

Excellent row
feeding with rotating
knives behind

gathering chains. Extra length

pans float row dividers
any seeds with

to replaceable
platform. shoe.
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Sheyenne Tooling & Mfg.

*‘

701 Lenham Ave SW /PO Box 647
Cooperstown ND 58425
(800) 797-1883 or (701) 797-2700
www.sheyennemfg.com




